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GEOFFREY O’HANLON OF SHERBORNE SCHOOL 
 

by 
 

MICHAEL HANSON 
 
 
    Geoffrey O’Hanlon came of a Cheshire family which prospered in Manchester cotton merchanting. He was born in 
1885, the last of nine children of William Patrick O’Hanlon (1838-1912) and his wife Martha Hannah (1845-1916, née 
Ryder). His father founded William O’Hanlon and Company, cretonne printers, merchants and warehousemen, of 
Manchester, Glasgow and London, in 1870. The company sold blinds, deckchair canvas, cotton prints under the 
trademark ‘Sunlover’, velvets and other curtain materials, and loose covers.1 It still trades but the family connection 
has been lost. The ragged school which William joined in 1861 as teacher developed into the Heyrod Street Schools 
and Mission Hall, Manchester, as a result changing the slum of Ancoats ‘almost beyond recognition’, fighting 
drunkenness, violence, poverty and ignorance. He was a justice of the peace, and for many years a member of the 
Manchester Royal Infirmary Board.2 

    Geoffrey’s siblings were James Ryder ‘Jim’ (1867-1939), William Sydney (1869-1940), Emily (1871-1944), Ellen 
Maud (1873), Nellie Ryder (1875-1945), Alfred (1878-1954), Alice Kathleen (1880-1957), and Henry Dennis ‘Jack’ 
(1882-1945). Three brothers were directors of the family firm; Jim, a mechanical engineer, was managing director of 
Messrs Crossley Brothers.  
    As an eight-year-old on holiday in Seascale, Cumberland Geoffrey wrote to his mother: 
 

Dear Darling Zumph   I bathed 4 times, the water was frighfully cold, & I didn’t shiver once. Across the sea it 
is ligt yellow, tinge of green, red, & very dark purplish black. You can see the Isle of Man so pretty plainly. We 
went to Enerdale on Wednesday, & we went in a boat on the lake, Kathleen said that she felt rather funny, 
but it was only temporal, we got rather splashed and wet, we went over the Fell, rather thirsty on the way 
back. It is thudering hard, I must end up your loving Geoffrey.  
Nellie added: The landlady is a beast, & the bedrooms etc are not very choice, however that does not matter 
much.3 
 

    Initially Geoffrey appears to have attended a local school. Letters to his parents give some details:  
 

[Aged 11] The reason why I don’t write to you oftener is because I’m always doing lessons ... I am beginning 
to wear a waistcoat now because I am always very cold in school. Nellie calls me no. 90 because my hair is so 
short.4 

I have only to prepare French, Greek and Latin.5 
[Aged 11] Preston ... thinks I may have Latin verse or something of the kind with him.6 

 
    In September 1899 Geoffrey followed his brothers to Rugby School, and built up an academic and sporting record 
his housemaster had never seen surpassed.7 He won a classical scholarship worth £80 a year to Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford in March 1904,8 some of the papers being completed in bed after a knee operation.9 That summer 
he and Alfred were sent by their father on an educational trip to Italy, and Geoffrey also accompanied ten other 
Rugbeians to Eranos in north-east Greece to read texts with assistant master the Reverend St J. B. Wynne Willson, as 
he had the previous year.10 At a presentation in summer 1904 Alfred Hopkinson, Principal of Owens College, 
Chorlton-on-Medlock, said ‘he should like to congratulate Geoffrey O’Hanlon, who had achieved very high 
distinction; indeed he should like to congratulate the boy’s masters on the fact of his having achieved first place in 
classics in the whole of the country.’11 Geoffrey was awarded First Class Honours in Classical Moderations in 1906, 
and graduated two years later with a Second in Litterae Humaniores (Latin and Greek literature and philosophy). At 
both Rugby and Oxford he made lifelong friends. 
    Geoffrey accepted a post of sixth-form tutor at Sherborne (King’s) School in the summer of 1908, an offer he 
received in outgoing headmaster Canon Frederick Brook Westcott’s almost indecipherable hand whilst on a Swiss 
walking tour.12 In 1909 the dynamic and highly respected educationalist Nowell Charles Smith (1871-1961) was 
appointed headmaster. The number of boys doubled from about 200 in 1909 to 400 in 1927, when Nowell Smith 
resigned; a concurrent extensive building programme included purchase of boarding houses by the governors 
(previously housemasters were private tenants and could be difficult to dislodge).13 
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    My father had blue eyes like his father, his hair by 1943 was ‘fair, some grey’ (he attributed early hair loss to 
wearing a helmet on the Western Front rather than genetic predisposition), and was five feet 111/2 inches at full 
height.14 He weighed 11 stone one pound (70.5kg) in 1905.15 

    Geoffrey rowed in his College eight; was a fast bowler; enjoyed Rugby football and fives, hockey and tennis; 
skated; wielded an old set of golf clubs into his seventies; and rode a horse until at least 1935 (his pocket diary). He 
was an accomplished rock-climber. His copy of Owen Glynne Jones’ Rock-climbing in the English Lake District (1900) 
is annotated with the dates of climbs in 1905-11, 1917 and 1919-20, and the initials of fellow-climbers including 
Nellie, his brothers, and friends from Oxford and Sherborne. 
    Geoffrey heard of his father’s death at their home in Bowdon, Cheshire when sailing in the Inner Hebrides. William 
died of shock on 27 August 1912, the day after being severely scalded in his bath.16 The funeral was on 31 August, 
‘Mother on my arm: and no sign of failing.’ At evening service next day at the Heyrod Street Mission, which his 
father supported for over 50 years,17 he ‘heard the story of Father’s hearing a voice: and his telling that he had tried 
to do the bidding. Also Jim’s words that we should never quarrel as a family or disunite. A memorable day.’18 

William’s estate was valued in excess of £128,000 gross. The terms of his will ensured each member of his family a 
substantial annual income;19 William O’Hanlon and Company paid dividends every year until at least 1962.  
    For 25 years from September 1912 Geoffrey took form 4a, through which nearly all bright boys passed in the 
Middle School:20 
 

Under Mr Geoffrey O’Hanlon, or ‘Teacher’ as he was always referred to, the atmosphere was clear and cool, 
the pace brisk yet unhurried. His forte as a teacher was that he was never erratic; there were no tantrums or 
lethargies in his periods, no favourites or victims among his pupils. If some stupid mistake were made he 
would project upon the perpetrator a glance of mingled pity and abhorrence, or would burst into what I 
must disrespectfully term a loud and delighted cackle. Moments of ennui on his part were beguiled by 
scratching his head or lifting a thin strand of hair with one side of his horn-rimmed spectacles. He was 
invariably accompanied into school by his spaniel Susan, a blonde, and later by her dark-haired daughter, 
Judy, or by both. His tall, spare figure and Roman countenance expressed the dignity of the man. He was a 
man whom, in the words of one of his favourite Shakespearian characters, one would “fain call master”.21 

 

    Purchase in May 1913 of Abbey Grange - the tithe barn of Sherborne Abbey converted into a house in 1827 – for 
£2,100 and its subsequent alteration are outlined elsewhere.22  
    In 1909 Geoffrey had joined the Territorial Army and the Officers’ Training Corps, Sherborne School Detachment.23 
He volunteered for the Great War and was appointed a Temporary Second Lieutenant, Land Forces from 17 
September 1914.24 He served in France with the Sixth Battalion, The Dorsetshire Regiment, and briefly with the Third 
Battalion, until February 1917. The Sixth Battalion was born at Dorchester on 6 September 1914 and formed part of 
the 50th Brigade and the 17th (Northern) Division. The Battalion contained men from Dorset, London and 
Warwickshire, with a number of South Wales miners. After training near Wareham the Sixth Battalion embarked at 
Folkestone on 13 July 1915, Geoffrey being second-in-command of C Company.25 According to his bank account with 
Cox and Company he was promoted Temporary Lieutenant on 2 June 1915. Referring to leave for his mother’s 
funeral in February 1916, Geoffrey told me that missing the battle for the Bluff, a mound north of the Ypres-Comines 
canal, probably saved his life. The losses there were the heaviest suffered by his battalion in any single action to 
date. Geoffrey was appointed Temporary Captain in June 1916, and was awarded the Military Cross on 25 August 
1916 during the Battle of the Somme. The citation reads: ‘For conspicuous gallantry in action. He led his company 
with great determination, captured and held an enemy trench, and repelled counter-attacks.’ His diary for 6 August 
says: ‘Fairly quiet. Heard I had the MC. I wish the rest had got it, especially E.G. [Second Lieutenant Eric George 
Goodman]’, a very close friend who had joined the regiment in February 1916. At the end of his diary for 1916 
Geoffrey wrote: ‘The best of this year for me – E.G.G. his friendship’. Eric was killed on 12 April 1917, aged 23, and is 
commemorated on the Arras Memorial.26  
    Geoffrey may have visited Talbot House (‘Toc H’) in Poperinghe more than once; he was one of 16 there on 12 
February 1916.27 The Reverend Philip ‘Tubby’ Clayton re-established Toc H in London in 1920 and it became the 
centre of an international movement,28 with which Geoffrey became involved. 
    From February 1917 until late 1918 Geoffrey was an instructor in the 17th Divisional and 8th and 17th Corps Schools. 
He wrote the official history of the Sixth Battalion, The Dorsetshire Regiment,29 and a transcription of his diaries for 
1914 and 1916 has been deposited at the Imperial War Museum.30  The latter includes ‘Impressions of France’, a talk 
about the Western Front Geoffrey gave in December 1919 to the Duffers, the School literary society founded by 
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Henry Robinson ‘Cruso’ King (1855-1935). Cecil Day-Lewis, future Poet Laureate and King’s son-in-law, admitted ‘the 
evocative images he used went to my heart, and stayed there, being poetry’:31 
 

It would be strange if some of the most vivid impressions were not connected with corpses. I have a very 
clear recollection of six corpses I saw near Ypres. I confine myself to whole corpses. The sexton was right 
when he said water was a sure decayer of your dead body, though he might have added rats. Three of these 
corpses lay in a row in extended order. The nearest had his face towards us. It was green, and on moonlight 
nights after rain shone with a subdued and horrible iridescence. The other three were the first corpses I saw, 
men of my own Company. One was decapitated and bent double. The second had a ghastly hole in the 
crown of his head and the brain streamed out. The last was disembowelled and cut in two. They were all 
immediately covered with bluebottles. 
    If man was thus turned monstrous, nature for ever kept recalling him to gentleness. I shall always be 
grateful to Sambo Moore32 for having first induced me to take notice of wildflowers. The first 
communication trench I ever went up was lined with blue flax; on top was chicory. One looked at a blaze of 
poppies in No Man’s Land through a periscope, and thought of other fields, not of death. At Armentières I 
almost worshipped flowering currants, lilies of the valley, narcissi and peonies, also rhubarb. On the Somme 
honeysuckle, broom and wild strawberries reminded one of England. I found only two woods in France that 
grew ‘unofficially’ like those in Dorset. Yet such sights were of mixed happiness, and awoke melancholy and 
sentiment. Beneath a shell-torn tree one passed with a feeling of awe and shame.33 
 

    A woman, two daughters, a boy and a maid were billeted at Abbey Grange from November 1914 for an indefinite 
term.34 Most if not all were Belgian refugees,35 

    Geoffrey resumed teaching in January 1919. Soon afterwards he bought Grosvenor Lodge in Horsecastles with 
part of his inheritance and became the first housemaster of Westcott House, renamed in 1920 in honour of the 
former headmaster, with ten boys. During the next two years he completely changed its appearance by the addition 
of two wings built at his own expense. In 1925 Geoffrey gave the entire premises to the School, subject to a 
mortgage for £5,000, and in addition paid rent until he left in 1936.36 The only governor to say anything to him by 
way of encouragement when Westcott House was a-building was Colonel Goodden’s ‘O’Hanlon, you’re a very rash 
man’.37 Such generosity was not unknown amongst masters with private means. Reginald William MacFarlane-
Grieve (1887-1934) gave the School Chapel its organ, parted with the freehold of Harper House, shared with the 
governors the cost of additional facilities, and bore the charge of installing electric light.38 In 1936 Alexander Hamelin 
Trelawny-Ross (1884-c.1967), master 1911-46, presented a biology laboratory, ‘a fine room with excellent 
equipment’.39 
    Geoffrey summarised his aims as a housemaster: 
  

humanitas [humanity or benevolence] if you recollect any Latin, combined with a sense of humour, 
represents most of what at the back of my mind I wanted to put before you. I don’t think you will accuse me 
of having attempted to force a pattern on you: the attempt from me would have been conceited and 
ridiculous. But I’m not sure that during the time of your sojourn you knew what I was after.40  

 
    A member of Westcott House who did realise wrote that his housemaster’s reports on him revealed ‘a 
conscientious care, a shrewd understanding of adolescent behaviour, and a vivid sympathy. And brief as they were, 
they would not be Teacher’s if they did not show, alongside the sense of character, a sense of humour.’41  
    The most outstanding boy in Westcott House during Geoffrey’s time was Dr Alan Mathison Turing, FRS (1912-54), 
mathematician and Enigma code-breaker. I remember the atmosphere at Abbey Grange when Alan’s death occurred 
in suspicious circumstances and my father helped comfort Mrs Turing.42 She later wrote: ‘It was, surely, this 
profound respect for the individual, be he but a schoolboy, which enabled [Geoffrey O’Hanlon] to judge how far to 
tolerate, and how much to prod and exhort, the boy whom after a week he described as sui generis.’43 Alan was one 
of a small group of boys accompanying Geoffrey and mathematics master Dr Edwin (Ben) Davis (1880-1933) – who 
helped run Westcott House - to Cornwall or Sark during holidays.44 Alan was ‘a lively companion even to the extent 
of mixed bathing at midnight’.45 One such holiday involved Peter Hogg, John Bennett, Duncan Carse, Peter White 
and Alan Turing exploring the north Cornish coast between Porthcothan and Port Isaac, based at Rock on the Camel 
estuary. On 7 April they drove to Port Isaac and walked back: ‘Glorious day, 12 buzzards, 8 ravens’.46 
    Between 1925 and 1938 Geoffrey produced Shakespearean plays and took roles including Casca (Julius Caesar), 
Macbeth and Hamlet. In Oliver Holt’s view ‘The outstanding piece of acting at that time was Mr. O’Hanlon’s 
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Macbeth, which I have no hesitation in saying was quite the best in my experience, even weighed against the 
performances of famous professional actors.’47 
    Geoffrey’s diaries record intense friendships with other young men at Rugby and Oxford - relationships not 
infrequent in almost exclusively single-sex institutions - tinged in his case with loneliness and awareness of inevitable 
separation. The following extracts are typical. 
 

9 February 1907   [Oxford] What a topping individual Eric [-] is ... he has struck me extraordinarily this term 
as one of the best of men. Would like to ask him to come climbing: but why should he care? Hope he gets in 
the [rowing] VIII. He is the sort of boy a schoolmaster might get very fond of and then have sorrow never to 
see or hear of again. 

14 March   Asked Eric to come climbing in June ... I’m afraid he won’t be able. I hope he would like to, as he 
says. Shall not be content till he does. 
28 April   Eric said he could come climbing which bucked me immensely. 
22 June   [To Wasdale, Cumberland]. 
1 July   Eric departed; to my sorrow. Have fallen in love with him completely this week. 
17 August   Letter from Eric. Of course being as I am towards him felt I would like him to have written 
differently. Silly fool – not to be fond of him, but to expect it from him. 
23 September   Heard from Eric. A ‘motor’ letter; but nice. Am longing to see him. 
15 November   I wonder if it is right to be so fond of him that the thought of not seeing him (perhaps ever) 
again after the summer makes me miserable. 
17 November   Bishop of London at night. Amongst other things, asked if our friendships were really true 
ones, may mine be with Eric. I cannot bear thought of his going to West Africa – to meet with what! Do I 
hope to meet him after death? I absolutely believe, yes. 
18 December   Sad as sad to leave this place [Seatoller, Cumberland], Kit and especially Eric. Dear lad. Having 
come from school innocent, may he keep so, and find a wife to suit him. He has a nice nature. 
 

    However, Geoffrey had also fallen under the spell of ‘Molly’, Mary Julia Trinder Lowe (1889-1961), sister of Robert 
Dillon Trinder Lowe who was with him at Rugby. In 1911, having consulted his parents and Molly’s father, Geoffrey 
‘wrote to M. at night saying I loved her and asking her to marry me’. Her refusal arrived by return.48 Molly’s sister 
Kitty later explained to Geoffrey that Molly was no more than ‘so fond’ of him.49 Geoffrey’s pre-war diaries record 
continuing hopes and doubts. In October 1916 Molly married Flag Lieutenant Llewellyn Vaughan Morgan (1891-
1969). By then Geoffrey was able to give his blessing, as he did for other friends’ marriages.50 The Morgans had one 
son and two daughters. Llewellyn ended his career as Admiral Superintendent of H.M. Dockyard, Portsmouth. The 
couple visited Westcott House in 1924.51 
    In September 1933, at the age of 48, Geoffrey became engaged to Mary Kathleen Glyn Briggs (1905-91), elder 
daughter of the Reverend Charles Edward Briggs (1873-1949), rector of Amersham, Buckinghamshire, and his wife 
Edith Grace (1876-1956, née Glyn). They were staying at Hassness, an isolated house owned by Sydney O’Hanlon on 
the north shore of Buttermere, Cumberland.52 Mary’s brothers were in Westcott House.53 The earliest record of 
Mary and her family staying at Westcott House is 29-30 July 1927.54 On the eve of their wedding Geoffrey wrote 
from Sherborne: 
 

The last of all my writing is to you, my own dearest love, before we meet in church. Beloved, you need no 
assurance that I love you beyond and above all else, and all my desire and prayer is to be able to love you 
more and more with all the strength and tenderness I can. Since September, that night, all my days have 
been full of joy and happiness: and you, my own sweet, are the cause and giver. All I have and am is yours, 
now and always. Thy own Geoffrey.55 
 

    The couple were married by her father at Amersham, assisted by the Archbishop of York (Old Rugbeian William 
Temple) and former fellow-undergraduate the Reverend Oliver C. Quick, Canon of St Paul’s Cathedral.56 They spent 
their honeymoon at the Tregenna Castle Hotel, St Ives, Cornwall. Between 1935 and 1950 they had a daughter and 
three sons. 
    Geoffrey was under pressure from colleagues to put himself forward to replace headmaster Charles Lovell Fletcher 
Boughey (1887-1934) who resigned in summer 1933, but ‘his modesty and integrity made him refuse’.57 The person 
who did succeed Boughey was Canon Alexander Ross Wallace (1891-1982). He thought the ‘one quality more than 
another which has impressed itself upon all those who have come into contact with [Geoffrey] is his wisdom, 
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honesty and loyalty. He was the sort of man ... to whom everyone turned instinctively in times of trouble and 
difficulty for advice and guidance. There was a solidity about him, some rock-like quality which inspired this universal 
confidence.’58 

    The O’Hanlons left Westcott House in May 1936 for Abbey Grange, Reginald Stanley Thompson (1899-1994) taking 
over.  He wrote to me in June 1992: ‘My admiration for your father was always unbounded – one who saw life 
steadily and saw it whole, dead straight, incapable of prevarication, with a wonderful sense of humour, and excellent 
company.’ Frank King (1911-97), housemaster from 1952, recalled: ‘The cherished memory I have of him is that of a 
slightly bent figure clad in rather a faded blue college blazer and uncreased trousers making its way across the 
[School] courts to the main gate en route to Abbey Grange.’59 

    On 17 July 1938 Geoffrey and Mary attended the unveiling of a memorial to the 17th Division in Fricourt Church 
commemorating the 494 officers and 8,421 other ranks who died on active service in France and Belgium 1914-
1918.60 
    A pupil wrote of Geoffrey’s class during the Second World War:  
 

... we used to sweat through Horace’s Odes, praying not to have to translate next. Vividness and forceful 
metaphors were wildly sought after and seldom were the translations lacking in realism. Our proses were 
always accounts of modern battles, and Dr Smith’s Smaller Latin Dictionary gave small succour when 
descriptions of wireless or mortar fire were required. Life was never dull in 4a: when O’H was not supplying 
road maps of hell, or reading [James Stephens’s] The Crock of Gold in an Irish accent like a peat bog, he was 
regaling us with startling accounts of nightlife in ancient Rome.61 
 

    Of the 174 boys at Westcott House in Geoffrey’s care 21 were killed or died of wounds during the War.62 He 
reacted to these losses as he wrote of another housemaster: ‘There was no affectation in his love of his boys, and 
their death in the [First World] War ... stabbed him to the heart.’63 
    People who lived at Abbey Grange included ‘Nanny’ Tuck (children’s nurse from 1936 until at least 1941); Sidney 
James Rowden (1892-1971) and his wife Ethel (née Norris) did housework, when necessary during the Second World 
War sleeping under the kitchen table. Sherborne was on the flight path of German bombers to Yeovil factories and 
suffered a major air raid on 30 September 1940. Geoffrey joined the Home Guard on 1 February 1941 as a 
Lieutenant in the 4th Dorset Battalion, and was a civil defence warden.64 
    Geoffrey retired from Sherborne School in July 1945. For the first term of 1949 Canon Wallace was absent in 
America. ‘Geoffrey emerged from retirement to act in his stead (and incidentally arranged for the School the short 
weekday [Sherborne] Abbey Service).’65 Despite increasing deafness he served as a School governor 1949-68,66 and 
was president of the Old Shirburnian Society in 1964.67 
    Dr Herbert Kilpatrick writes of ‘Mitchell, butler and general factotum at Westcott House, who called us each 
morning with a clanging hand bell. On red letter Sunday mornings he would bellow an invitation, like a town cryer, 
e.g. “Mr Davidson and Mr Kilpatrick, breakfast with Mr Ho Anlon.”’68 Inviting boys to Sunday breakfast continued at 
Abbey Grange, and boys from a neighbouring School house slept there on the top floor in the 1950s and 1960s, 
reporting in each evening at ten. The School purchased and renovated Abbey Grange as the headmaster’s house 
when the family moved to Cerne Abbas in November 1969. 
    Contemporaries considered Geoffrey had few equals as a writer.69 His subjects ranged from fellow masters,70 Alan 
Turing,71 and the evolution of the School’s estate72 to rambles in Dorset.73 At news such as his mother’s stroke in 
March 1913 and on occasion in the trenches he would encapsulate his feelings in pithy classical phrases. When he 
could be persuaded to preach the effect was moving;74 a sermon on dreams was published by popular request.75 On 
his initial visit to Miss Heep, elocution mistress, Geoffrey recalled: ‘I rang at the main door of the Girls School ... I was 
conducted outside to the Gymnasium, my first exercises were to say with explosions on the consonants, babb, dadd, 
fatt, gagg and so on: which I did in my hip bath, until an agitated landlady ran to Ben Davis to say I was unwell.’76 He 
was (except when on active service) ‘a constant and invaluable member of both the [School] choir and the Musical 
Society.’77  
    When the town was being developed in straitened circumstances following the Second World War Geoffrey 
attended Sherborne Urban District Council meetings, and supported the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England. The spread of electricity pylons across the landscape and the Army’s retention of Tyneham for tank training 
despite ‘Churchill’s pledge’ of restitution were particular concerns.78 

    Apart from sport and playing the piano my father’s practical abilities were more limited: digging the garden after 
gardener Mr Hunt’s death and repointing the walls; sawing and splitting wood for fires; changing fuses; washing up, 



6 

 

somewhat clumsily; and preparing (delicious) tomato sandwiches. His tools were the despair of his father-in-law, an 
accomplished woodworker.  
    A School colleague concluded: 
 

[Geoffrey] had rare gifts, physical, mental and moral ... The secret of it all was perhaps Measure, his 
measured gait, his measured speech (for you could be sure that nothing ill-considered or uncharitable would 
pass his lips). An Old Shirburnian who knew him well has suggested that he was the most respected master 
of his time: he had no gimmicks, he was not a ‘character’, he never lost his temper or his dignity, and 
respected the dignity of his pupils.79 
 

    And my memories of my father? Slithering down The Slopes overlooking Sherborne with me; reading to me each 
afternoon; carrying me to my bedroom for misbehaviour at breakfast; daring me to touch an electric fence; startling 
us all on a picnic at South Cadbury as he emerged from the trees declaiming Lewis Carroll’s Jaberwocky; his pleasure 
at having his head tickled; his counting peas or broad beans as he shelled them; his anguish at cutting off a 
slowworm’s tail with a scythe in the front garden, and especially when his spaniel Benjy was run over ... 
    Geoffrey O’Hanlon died in the Yeatman Hospital, Sherborne on 10 December 1975 and was buried in Cerne Abbas 
Churchyard. A memorial fund provided a bursary of at least £300 a year, the balance of donations contributing to a 
commemorative plaque in the School Chapel, marked by a service there on 12 March 1977, and the planting of a 
clump of trees on the School playing fields in Horsecastles.80 Thirty years later no-one seemed to know which trees 
these were. 
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